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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT
WASHINGTON D.C. 20410-8600

MEMORANDUM FOR:

Multifamily Hub Directors

Multifamily Program Center Directors

Owners and Management Agents

Contract Administrators
FROM:

Charles Williams, Deputy Assistant Secretary for

Multifamily Housing Programs, HT
SUBJECT:

Criminal Offender Record Inquiries

This memorandum setves as a reminder that owners
and agents (O/A’s) must establish standards that pro-
hibit admission to federally assisted housing if any
member of the applicant’s household is subject to a
lifetime registration requirement under a state sex of-
fender registration program.

The O/A must screen applicants by conducting and
obtaining necessary criminal background checks in the
state where the housing is located and in other states
where the household member(s) are known to have
resided.

The O/A’s may:

*Request the Public Housing Authotity in their juris-
diction that administers a Section § or Public Housing
Program under an Annual Contributors Contract with
HUD to conduct the appropriate check and to make the
screening determination,

*Use alternative sources, including private screening
services; or

*Establish liaisons with local or state law enforcement
agencies to run their criminal background checks
through the National Law Enforcement Telecommuni-
cations System.

When the O/A chooses to use a non-commercial
source to conduct the criminal offender record inquiry,
they must ensure that the source used has access to the
necessary information needed to uncover whether a
member of a household applying for admission is sub-
ject to a lifetime sex offender registration under a state
sex offender registration program. Some states do not
report information to commercial information sources.

If you have any questions, you may contact Gail Wil-
liamson, Director, Housing Assistance Policy Division,
on 202-708-3000 ext. 2473.

NON-REFUNDABLE FEE’S 59.18.285

*No “non-refundable fees” may be desig-
nated as a deposit or as any part of the de-
posit.

*All non-refundable fees must be desig-
nated as so in the rental agreement or lease.

DON’T GET CHARGED FOR A FREE CREDIT REPORT! |

By law, you are entitled to one free copy annually from
each of the three credit bureaus (Equifax, Trans Union, and
Experian). They will fulfill that obligation at no charge i
you order from the right web site. Log onto the wrong one
and you may wind up paying for costly services.

The centralized site you want is annualcreditreport.com
there, you can order free reports from all three bureaus. Bu
be careful. There are sites with similar sounding names
like freecreditreport.com, that attracts customers with the
promise of a free credit report, then pushes fee-based ser
vices such as identity theft insurance or credit monitoring a
a monthly cost. The credit bureau sites themselves also fry
to sell you packages.

Are these services worth buying? Monitoring does aler
you to unusual activity on your credit report, but if you
don’t like paying a monthly fee, you can use free reports to
do your own petiodic check up (every four months, reques
a fiee report from a different bureau). Your looking for
mistakes that affect your credit score, as well as evidence
of identity theft, says Evan Hendricks, author of Credi
Scores & Credit Reports.

On annualcreditreport.com, you will choose the credit
bureau from which you would like to obtain your credit and
you are then able to download and print it out almost in-
stantly. Check it carefully, there was a 2004 study that
found 25% of reports contained serious errors. If some-
thing’s wrong, it’s up to you to contact the bureau and clear

it up.
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