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New Law HB 1298 
Washington Law on Use of Criminal Records 

Employers are now prohibited from asking about criminal records until the later  

stages of applications process. 

Ban-the-Box  
Effective June 6, 2018, Washington employers may not ask an applicant about criminal history before deter-
mining that the applicant is “otherwise qualified” for the position. An applicant is “otherwise qualified” if he 
or she meets the basic criteria for the job, as laid out in the job posting or job description, without taking in-
to account criminal history.  

Employers may not: 

1. State in a job posting that applicants with a criminal record will not be considered for the position (for 
example, by stating “no felons” or “no criminal background”). 

2. Ask about criminal history on an initial job application. 

3. Ask the applicant about criminal history, or obtain a criminal background check, before determining that 
the applicant is otherwise qualified for the job, or; 

4. Have a policy of automatically rejecting any applicant with a criminal history without determining wheth-
er the applicant is otherwise qualified for the job.  

Exceptions to the law are as follows: 

1. The person will have unsupervised access to children or vulnerable adults. 

2. The employer is permitted or required by law to consider an applicant’s criminal record. 

3. The position is with a law enforcement or criminal justice agency. 

4. The position is a volunteer position, and the employer must comply with the requirements for a self-
regulatory organization, as defined by the Securities Exchange Act. 

URGENT! 

Attention Employment Screening Clients 

As of June 1st, 2018 Orca will no longer be able to accept Employment Applications to process unless they are compli-
ant with HB 1298. 

For more information, and to access new forms, click below: 

1. HB1298 Final Report—https://www.orcainfo-com.com/uploads/HB1298.pdf  

2. New Employment Applications—https://www.orcainfo-com.com/uploads/Orca%20Employment%20Application%2005-

2018.pdf 

3. New Release Authorization Form—https://www.orcainfo-com.com/uploads/RELEASE%20OF%20AUTHORIZATION.pdf  

4. The Process Description—https://www.orcainfo-com.com/uploads/The%20Process%20-%20Compliance%20with%

20HB1298.pdf 

 

 

DRUG TESTING 

Questions?  Contact Danielle at: danielle@orcainfo-com.com   
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LOOKING FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN WASHINGTON STATE? 

aptfinder.org is a non-profit website formed to connect low income households with affordable apartment commu-

nities throughout Washington State. Listings are voluntarily advertised on our site by owners and managers of 

rental apartments for low-income households whose annual income is below 80% of area median income. 

 

The properties listed on aptfinder.org include both subsidized and non-subsidized apartment rentals offering in-

come and rent restrictions designed to help low-income families, individuals, seniors, and persons with disabilities 

find affordable housing. 

 

Our goal at aptfinder.org is to help you locate an affordable property that meets your needs by listing a variety of 

low-income, government-funded programs offered in Washington State including: 

HUD Project-Based Subsidized Programs 

(Section 8, PRAC, 202, 811 etc.) 

HUD Tenant-Based Housing Choice Voucher Program 

(Section 8 voucher program through local Housing Authorities) 

USDA Rural Housing and Rental Assistance Program 

Washington State Housing Tax Credit and Bond Programs 

Other Low-Income Housing Programs 

Please check out the useful information provided on each property's page, including approximate availa-

bility, eligibility details, rent information, property photos, contact information and much more! 

aptfinder.org   Sheila King—Sheila@aptfinder.org, Phone: 253-383-3861 Fax: 877-297-5015 

LEASE INTEGRATION TENANT SCREENING 

Orca will be closed Monday, May 28th for Memorial Day 

Congratulations! 

 Sherry Bone won $176.00 Cash! 

176 one dollar bills were in a clear glass pot.  The pot 

sat on the Orca Information Vendor Table at the AHMA 

Conference in Spokane in April.  Over one hundred peo-

ple made good guesses :0).  Sherry came the closest!  

She is a site manager for Ad-West Realty Services. 
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